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Introduction 

At Ramsden Primary School we have a zero-tolerance approach to all forms of child-on-child abuse including sexual 

violence, sexual harassment (SVSH) and harmful sexual behaviour (HSB). We believe that child-on-child abuse is never 

acceptable, and it will not be tolerated. It will never be passed off as "banter," "just having a laugh," "a part of growing 

up" or "boys being boys." We will respond to all signs, reports, and concerns of child-on-child abuse, including those that 

have happened outside of our school premises, and/or on line. We recognise that children are vulnerable to and capable of 

abusing their peers, we take such abuse as seriously as abuse perpetrated by an adult. We recognise that even if there are 

no reports it does not mean it is not happening, it may be the case that it is just not being reported. We acknowledge that 

children who have allegedly abused their peers or displayed harmful sexual behaviour are themselves vulnerable. We are 

committed to a whole school approach to ensure the prevention, early identification, and appropriate management of 

child-on-child abuse within our school and beyond. 

In cases where child-on-child abuse is suspected or identified we will follow our Child Protection procedures, taking a 

contextual, trauma-informed, and strengths-based approach to support all children who have been affected by the 

situation including the victim and alleged perpetrator. 

Policy Development 

This policy has been developed to reflect the most recent Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSiE) Statutory Guidance 

(1 September 2022) and was formulated in consultation with the whole school community. 

This policy is available: 

• Online on the school website

• From the school office

This policy is reviewed and evaluated throughout the academic year. It is updated annually. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

All staff working with children maintain an attitude of 'it could happen here,' and this is especially important when 

considering child-on-child abuse. 

The Head teacher Mr Wilson has overall responsibility for the policy and its implementation and liaising with the 

Governing body, parents/carers, LA (Local Authority), and outside agencies. 

Safeguarding is the responsibility of all however all staff, parents/carers and pupils need to be aware of who to report to 

and how to report any safeguarding concerns. The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and their Deputies in our school 

are Mr Wilson, Miss Campbell and Mrs Mallinson. 

The nominated Governor with responsibility for child-on-child abuse is Mr B Shelton. 

Definitions 

Child-on-child abuse is most likely to include, but may not limited to: 

• Bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudiced-based and discriminatory bullying)

• Abuse in intimate personal relationships between children, (sometimes known as 'teenage relationship abuse')

• Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm (this may

include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages physical abuse)

• Sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may include an online element

which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence)
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